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CITY OF MORGAN HILL
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING WITH 

CONGRESSMAN RICHARD POMBO
MINUTES- AUGUST 16, 2002

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kennedy called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

Present: Council Members Carr, Chang, Sellers, and Mayor Kennedy
Absent: Council Member Tate

DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA

The meeting’s agenda was duly noticed and posted in accordance with Government Code 54954.2

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Kennedy opened the floor to public comment for items not appearing on the agenda.  No
comments were offered.

1) COUNCIL DISCUSSION WITH CONGRESSMAN RICHARD POMBO, 11TH

DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE.

The Council met with Congressman Richard Pombo to discuss issues of high priority to the City of
Morgan Hill.

A.  Flood Control Project PL 566

Mayor Kennedy expressed the concern that parts of Morgan Hill had been reclassified as being in
the flood control areas, which has caused an increase in property owners flood insurance rates.
Project PL 566 was intended to bring our flood control channels up to a level that would have
prevented this reclassification, but PL 566 has never been implemented in Morgan Hill.   He
requested that more funding be earmarked to finish the flood control projects in Morgan Hill.

Deputy Director of Public Works Bjarke presented a plan that would upgrade the flood control
channels, and landscape them in a way that would make them aesthetically pleasing and useful to
the community with bike and walking trails; as well as protect against the 100 year flood.

Congressman Pombo suggested that the City try the method he had employed in Stockton, where
they formed a benefit district for a bond to pay for the work.  In coordination with the Army Corp
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of Engineers the city completed the work with these funds, and then were reimbursed by the Corp
of Engineers when it was completed.  This was faster and cheaper than waiting on the Corp of
Engineers to do they work.

Congressman Pombo stated that the staff should contact Mr. Dwayne Milnes of the San Joaquin
Flood Control Agency, to discuss how this was done in the City of Stockton; and that he would be
willing to provide whatever help and support he could to the project.

B.  Regional Transportation Issues

Council Member Carr reported on the fact that Measure A is providing 61% of the funding to bring
BART to Santa Clara County.  He urged Congressman Pombo to support funding of this project
when it comes before his committee.  This would be a good way to meet the growing  need of an
East/West corridor.

Congressman Pombo responded that the plan to tie the Ace Train into BART makes sense, because
it brings the population centers of the Central Valley to the job centers of Silicon Valley.  He stated
he would like to see a Regional Plan for transit because all areas of the region have similar concerns
and problems.

Mayor Kennedy mentioned that the City has been trying to work with the Union Pacific Railroad
to establish increased commuter train services, but has been having difficulty coming to an
agreement.  
Congressman Pombo stated that he has worked well with UPRR, and would be willing to help
facilitate a solution between VTA and UPRR for adding additional commuter train services.

C.  Housing

Council Member Sellers reported on the controlled growth of Morgan Hill; and how the City has
been recognized as a leader in providing affordable housing.  He expressed the concern that Morgan
Hill has a low ratio of jobs to housing and requested that Congressman Pombo work the City to try
and distribute tax burdens so the City is not penalized for the current low jobs to housing ratio.

D.  The Future

Assistant to the City Manager Eulo reported that the City tries to take advantage of grant programs,
and asked how City staff can notify Congressman Pombo when the City needs his support of a grant
application.

Congressman Pombo responded that his staff has a form prepared to gather all the information he
would need to provide support for grant applications.  He also meets with each of the cities in his
district once a year, and discusses this type of information so he is fully informed.  He stated that
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it is very important to inform and include him in the grant application process.

E.  Introduction to Morgan Hill

Council Member Chang provided Congressman Pombo with demographic information on Morgan
Hill.   She also provided him with information on the current  projects that the City is involved in
building: the Community and Cultural Center, the Indoor Recreation Center, the Library, and the
Sports and Aquatics Center.

Action: No Action Taken

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Kennedy adjourned the special meeting at 2:45 p.m.

MINUTES PREPARED BY:

______________________________________
MOIRA MALONE, DEPUTY CITY CLERK


